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GOAL OF DISTRICT ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS EDUCATIONAL 
SPECIFICATION

A goal of HMS is to provide the same level of education to all elementary students. 

To accomplish this goal, the district has to have adequate facilities at each 

elementary school to support the educational program and student enrollment. 

Currently the student enrollment and limited existing facilities make it di�  cult 

for the district to accomplish this goal. The district undertook the development of 

this elementary educational speci� cation to develop basic facility requirements 

that all elementary schools need to support the district’s educational program. 

This educational speci� cation will assist the district in identifying its facility needs 

related to support of the elementary educational program, and how to address 

those needs. 

Recently HMS has experienced a substantial growth in elementary student 

enrollment which has resulted in some elementary schools adapting how they 

deliver the educational program. Not all elementary students have access to 

the same level of educational programs throughout the district due to limited 

facilities. HMS realizes that it cannot address all of the elementary school facility 

needs immediately, but the district is taking that � rst step by constructing a new 

elementary school and replacing Broadmoor ES. This will address the current and 

anticipated lack of educational space to support the educational program. HMS 

will continue to align all district elementary school facilities with this educational 

speci� cation as funds become available.

CAPACITY OF DISTRICT ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

In Section 2 of this educational speci� cation, the district’s elementary school 

educational program has been documented. During the development of this 

educational speci� cation, HMS also analyzed student projected enrollment, 

capacity, and instructional spaces at all existing elementary schools. To support 

the district’s elementary educational program, meet student needs, and meet 

operational requirements, HMS has established an ideal capacity of 400 to 450 

students for its new elementary schools housing kindergarten through � fth grade. 

HMS realizes that each school site will need to be analyzed and sized appropriately 

according to overall district student enrollment, site restrictions, and educational 

program needs. The district has several existing sites that are smaller and in 

the heart of existing neighborhoods. Some of these sites might not be able to 

accommodate an elementary school with a capacity of 400 to 450. 
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HMS realized the need for a new elementary school to accommodate the growth in 

elementary students. The new Hobbs elementary school will have a design capacity 

of 450 kindergarten through � fth grade students with a section that will house 75 

morning Pre-K students and 75 afternoon Pre-K students. Due to site constraints, 

the facility will be two story. This new elementary school will allow the district to re-

align its attendance zones and redistribute all elementary students. This will reduce 

the existing and projected over-crowding conditions at several district elementary 

schools and allow all elementary schools to provide adequate space to support its 

educational program.

The Broadmoor Replacement Elementary School will have a design capacity of 400 

kindergarten through � fth grade students. Currently Broadmoor ES houses 351 

students and has had to modify its method of delivering the educational program 

to its students due to a lack of facilities. Site constraints dictate that the new facility 

will be two story. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL SPECIFICATION REFERENCES

During the development of this educational speci� cation, HMS referred to 

and based the quantity and size of elementary school spaces on the following 

references: 

• PSFA’s Recommended Square Foot per Student

• Public Education Department’s (PED) Pupil to Teacher Ratio (PTR)

• New Mexico Adequacy Standards

• New Mexico Adequacy Planning Guide

• School District Facilities master Plan Components and Guidelines

• Common Core Standards

OVERALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FOOTPRINT:

For an elementary school that is partnered with PSCOC / PSFA, the PSFA’s 

recommended square foot per student formula is utilized to determine the 

overall footprint of the school. The formula is dependent upon the capacity of the 

individual school. As an elementary school project comes on-line, the actual overall 

school footprint will be calculated. 

HMS utilized the PFSA recommended square foot per student formula to 

determine the overall footprint for both the New Hobbs Elementary School and the 

Broadmoor Replacement Elementary School.
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New Hobbs Elementary School:

 PSFA Recommended School Footprint: 525 student capacity with   

 126 sf / student = 66,150sf

 HMS New Elementary School Final Footprint:  66,293sf

 Square Footage in excess of PSFA Recommendations: 143sf

Broadmoor Replacement Elementary School:

 PSFA Recommended School Footprint: 400 student capacity with   

 132 sf / student = 52,800sf

 Broadmoor ES Final Footprint:  53,993sf

 Square Footage in excess of PSFA Recommendations: 1,193sf

 HMS realizes that it is 100% responsible for any square footage over the  

 PSFA recommended square footage per student calculation.

INSTRUCTIONAL SPACE CAPACITY

To determine the capacity of each instructional space, HMS utilized Public 

Education Department’s Pupil to Teacher Ratio (PTR) for elementary schools with 

no exceptions:

 Grade / Program Students / Teacher

 1st Grade   22

 2nd Grade   22

 3rd Grade   22

 4th Grade   24

 5th Grade   24

 Kindergarten    15 / 20  (Over 15 students requires an aide)

 A & B Level   25

 C Level    16

 D Level    8

 Federal    16

 Pre-K    10 / 20  (Over 11 requires aide)

 SLP    8



Hobbs Elementary School - Educational Speci� cation

GS  Planning • 2013
Sec 5.4

SECTION

Space Requirements: 5 ts:

SIZE OF INDIVIDUAL SPACES

To determine the appropriate size of each elementary school space, HMS utilized 

the current Statewide Adequacy Standards as a guide. All spaces were reviewed 

and then designed to meet or slightly exceed these standards. For elementary 

school spaces the following square foot / student formulas were utilized:

General Use Classrooms:

Kindergarten: 50 net sf / student plus 2 sf / student in-classroom   

 dedicated storage

 50 sf * 20 students + 40 sf of storage = 1,040sf per kindergarten   

 classroom minimum per NM adequacy standards

 HMS standardized on the NM adequacy standards square footage   

 for Kindergarten

Grades 1 – 5: 32 net sf / student plus 2 sf / student in-classroom   

 dedicated storage per NM adequacy standards

 32 sf * 22 student + 44 sf of storage = 748sf per 1 – 5 grade    

 classroom minimum

 To support the Common Core Standards and instructional delivery   

 methods, HMS increased the adequacy standard square footage   

 of the general use classrooms to 816sf plus 44sf of storage for    

 860sf classrooms

Specialty Classrooms:

 Special Education Classrooms: 450 net sf minimum plus 15 sf storage –  

  465sf per NM adequacy standards

 HMS increased the adequacy standard square footage of special   

 educational classrooms to 485 plus 15sf of storage for 500sf classrooms,  

 to support the elementary educational program and support future   

 ! exibility 

“D” Level Special Education Classroom:

 HMS increased the adequacy standard square footage of this specialized  

 classroom to 1000sf plus 40sf of storage. This gives the school the   

 ! exibility to utilize this space for either Pre-k or Kindergarten if needed,  

 to support the ‘D’ Level students and support future ! exibility
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 Art Education Programs:

 General Use Classroom plus 60 sf storage = 764sf per NM adequacy   

 standards

 HMS increased the adequacy standard square footage of this specialized  

 classroom to 816sf plus 104sf of storage. This corresponds to a general   

 classroom plus additional storage, to support the art program    

 and provide future � exibility

Technology-Aided Instruction:

 3 net sf / student with no less than 700 net sf = 764 sf per NM adequacy  

 standards

 HMS increased the size of the adequacy standard square footage of this  

 specialized classroom to provide two general use sized space plus   

 storage, to support the technology-aided program and support   

 future � exibility

Physical Education:

 2,400 net sf minimum plus 200 sf for one o!  ce with storage = 2,600sf   

 per NM adequacy standards

 HMS standardized on the NM adequacy standards square footage for   

 Physical Education

Libraries and Media Centers:

 3 net sf / student, no less than 1,000 net sf plus o!  ce / workroom and   

 secure storage = 1,300sf minimum per NM adequacy standards

 HMS adjusted the adequacy standards square footage for Libraries and  

 Media Centers to 4sf per student plus an o!  ce / workroom of 300sf and  

 storage of 150sf, based on the national standard of 6sf / student for   

 Libraries and Media Center

Food Service; Other Facility Areas; General Storage; and Maintenance:

Food Service:

 Dependent upon School Capacity per NM adequacy standards HMS   

 standardized on 3,000sf for cafeteria (200 seats at 15sf per student)

 HMS standardized on 300sf for serving

 HMS standardized on 300sf for cafeteria storage

 HMS standardized on 600sf for warming kitchens
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Parent Work Room:

 ½ sf per student or 150 net sf minimum per NM adequacy standards

 HMS standardized on 300sf per Parent Work Room

Administration:

 1 net sf / student plus 150sf per NM adequacy standards 

 HMS standardized on:

   Principal O!  ce  300sf

   Reception  450sf

   Workroom  175sf

   Counselor  100sf

   ISS Room  150sf

   Conference Room 250sf

   Storage / Vault  150sf

Health:

 1 net sf / student per NM adequacy standards

 HMS standardized on the NM adequacy standards square footage for   

 Health

Teacher Workroom / Lounge:

 1 net sf / student per NM adequacy standards

 HMS standardized on 400sf Teacher Lounge

 HMS standardized on two 200sf Teacher Workrooms (one per " oor level)

General Storage:

 1 net sf / student per NM adequacy standards

 HMS standardized on the NM adequacy standards square footage for   

 General Storage

Miscellaneous and Support Spaces:

 0 net sf / student per NM adequacy standards



Hobbs Elementary School - Educational Speci� cation

GS  Planning • 2013
Sec 5.7

SECTION

Space Requirements: 5 ts:

 HMS standardized on 100sf per IT equipment rooms

Tare:

 HMS standardized on:

 Corridors:     17%

 Toilets:      3%

 Mechanical, Electrical, Janitor’s Closets:  2%

 Walls:      8%

 Total Tare:     30%
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QUANTITY AND SIZE OF SPACES

During the educational speci� cation process the quantity and size of spaces required 

to support the elementary school educational program were discussed at length. Each 

space was reviewed and discussed. From these discussions, the district developed 

a basic program of spaces to meet the needs of their elementary students and their 

educational program based on PED’s Pupil to Teacher Ratio and PSFA’s recommended 

square foot per student. As stated above, slight modi� cations to the New Mexico 

Adequacy Standards were made for some spaces; however, all elementary school 

spaces meet or slightly exceed these standards. 
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Refer to the following pages for the New Hobbs Elementary School and 

Broadmoor Elementary School summary of spaces:
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UTILIZATION OF SPACE:

HMS prides itself on e�  cient use of its elementary schools. The district 

understands that it is the community and State that supports its educational 

facilities. To assure future community and State support, the district will continue 

to demonstrate that it uses district funds e�  ciently and prudently. 

HMS has developed an educational speci� cation for its elementary schools that 

provides facilities to support the elementary educational program e�  ciently, 

e� ectively with little to no excess square footage. As stated above, HMS based 

the quantity and size of its elementary classrooms on PED’s PTR and NM 

Adequacy Standards with little modi� cation. HMS is dedicated to providing 

elementary schools which support its educational program in approximately the 

overall PSFA recommended square footage per student. 

The Utilization Worksheets for the New Hobbs Elementary School and 

Broadmoor Replacement Elementary School on the following pages indicate 

that all general use classrooms at both schools will be utilized 100%. The district 

has provided special education, art, music, Bilingual, computer lab, and physical 

education spaces at both schools necessary to support the facility requirements 

of the educational program. 

New Hobbs Elementary School:

At the New Hobbs Elementary School, the student capacity of 525 is 86% of its 

maximum functional capacity. This is a preliminary calculation and could change 

once the school is open and true distribution of students is included in the 

formula. Currently the formula is based upon approximately 75 students in each 

grade, but this is rarely the case. Some grades will be larger and some smaller, 

which will a� ect the overall capacity of the school.

As indicated above, the general use classrooms at the New Hobbs Elementary 

School will be utilized at 100%. The overall utilization of the instructional spaces, 

which includes special education, art, music, Bilingual, computer lab, and 

physical education spaces, should be approximately 72%. This indicates that 

approximately 72% of the instructional spaces are general use classrooms and 

28% are special use classrooms; or for every 3 general use instructional spaces 

there is approximately one special use instructional space. This is an e�  cient 

ratio for elementary schools.
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Broadmoor Elementary School:

For the 2012-13 school year at Broadmoor Elementary School, the student 

enrollment was 351 and the maximum functional capacity was 356. This is 98.5% 

of its maximum functional capacity. This is an extremely high percentage and 

re� ects the overcrowding at the existing facilities. At the Broadmoor Replacement 

Elementary School, the student capacity of 400 is 88% of its maximum functional 

capacity. This is a preliminary calculation and could change once the school is open 

and true distribution of students is included in the formula. Currently the formula 

is based upon approximately 67 students in each grade, but this is rarely the case. 

Some grades will be larger and some smaller, which will a� ect the overall capacity 

of the school.

As indicated above, the general use classrooms at the Broadmoor Replacement 

Elementary School will be utilized at 100%. The overall utilization of the 

instructional spaces, which includes special education, art, music, Bilingual, 

computer lab, and physical education spaces, should be approximately 65%. 

This identi� es that approximately 65% of the instructional spaces are general 

use classrooms and 35% are special use classrooms; or for every 2 general use 

instructional spaces there is approximately one special use instructional space. 

This is a fairly e�  cient ratio for elementary schools. The utilization of the existing 

Broadmoor ES is 89% which re� ects that there is only one computer lab and a 

physical education space. There is no special education, art, music or bilingual 

classrooms available at the existing facilities to support the educational program.
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SCHOOL SITE AND BUILDING FUNCTIONS AND RELATIONSHIPS:

Refer to Section 6 for a detailed list of site characteristics.

Basic Site Relationships:

 Each school site should provide:

  Safe Access:

  Clearly marked, visible visitor vehicular entrance

  Separate vehicular and pedestrian tra!  c

  Separate bus pick-up and drop-o"  area from other vehicular and  

  pedestrian areas

  Separate, clearly marked and visible Parent pick-up and drop-o"   

  area

  Emergency vehicle access to site and building

  Parking:

  Separate sta"  and visitor parking

  Clearly marked, visible visitor parking adjacent to building entry 

  Sta"  Parking adjacent to classrooms when possible

  Delivery area adjacent to kitchen and multi-space 

  

  Security:

  Visual access from building to main site entrance

  Visual access from building to main building entrance

  Fenced Kindergarten play area adjacent and direct access to   

  kindergarten classrooms when possible

  Fenced age appropriate playground adjacent to classroom when  

  possible

  Play # eld adjacent and accessible to playgrounds when possible

Refer to pages 20 and 21 for site relationship diagrams for the New Hobbs 

Elementary School and the Broadmoor Replacement Elementary School.
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New Hobbs Elementary School Site Relationship Diagram 



Broadmoor Replacement Elementary School Site Relationship Diagram 
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Basic Building Relationships:

The following adjacencies are recommendations and should be incorporated 

into the design whenever possible. Verify alternate adjacencies with sta�  if these 

adjacencies cannot be incorporated into the overall design. 

 General Use Classrooms:

  Group Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades in one area

  Locate Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades on lower level of two   

  story school

  Locate Playground for Kindergarten in close proximity to   

  Kindergarten classroom

  Group 3rd, 4th and 5th grade in one area

  Locate 3rd, 4th and 5th grade on upper level of two story school

  Locate Playground for 1st – 5th grades in close proximity to   

  classrooms when possible

  Locate restrooms in close proximity to general use classrooms

  Vistor access to general use classrooms controlled by    

   Administration

 Special Education Classrooms:

  Locate special education classrooms in proximity to the general  

  use classrooms for inclusion

  Locate some special educations classrooms on lower level of two  

  story school

  Locate some special education classrooms on upper level of two  

  story school

  Visitor access to special education classrooms controlled by   

   Administration

 Special Use Classrooms:

  Locate special use classrooms (bilingual, art, music, computer) in  

  close proximity to general use classrooms when possible

  Physical education space to be joined to cafeteria

  Physical education space to be joined to music room

  Music room to serve as stage for Physical education / cafeteria   

  space

  Locate one computer lab on lower level of two story school

  Provide sta�  restroom in close proximity to teacher lounge /   

   workrooms 

  Locate one computer lab on upper level of two story school

  Visitor access to ALL special use classrooms controlled by   

   Administration
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 Library / Media Center:

  Locate Library / Media Center in close proximity to    

  Administration

  Locate Project Based space in direct access to Library / Media   

  Center

  Locate Library / Media Center on lower level of two story school

  Access to Library / Media Center controlled by Administration

 Food Service:

  Cafeteria to be joined to physical education space

  Kitchen to be joined to cafeteria

  Provide direct access to storage from cafeteria

  Provide visual access of cafeteria from kitchen o�  ce

  Provide direct access to kitchen from delivery area

  Access to cafeteria and kitchen controlled by Administration

 Parent Workroom:

  Access to Parent workroom monitored by Administration

 Administration:

  Visual access of main site entrance from administration area

  Visual access of main building entrance from administration area

  Visual and physical access of ISS room from reception and   

  Principal’s o�  ce

  Administration to control access to remainder of school

  Counseling to be adjacent to Administration

  Health to be adjacent to Administration

 Health:

  Health to be adjacent to Administration

  Access to Health to be controlled by Administration

 Teacher Workroom / Lounge:

  Teacher Lounge to be located on lower level of two story school

  Locate teacher lounge in close proximity to teacher workroom   

  on lower level

  Locate one teacher workroom on lower level of two story school

  Locate one teacher workroom on upper level of two story school

  Access to Teacher workroom / lounge controlled by    

  Administration
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General Storage:

  Locate some general storage on lower level of two story school

  Locate some general storage on upper level of two story school

  Locate general storage adjacent to general use classrooms

  Visitor access to general storage controlled by Administration

 Miscellaneous Support:

  Locate IT equipment room in proximity to center of school

  Access to IT equipment room controlled by Administration

Refer to pages 25-27 for spatial relationship diagrams for the New Hobbs 

Elementary School and the Broadmoor Replacement Elementary School. Two 

options, A and B, have been provided for the lower level of a two story school. 

Both options meet the spatial relationships identi� ed by HMS.
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